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Karen Smith works with the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Private Sector 
Section (PSS) as a Business Partnership Advisor working with companies to improve humanitarian 
effectiveness. In this position she has deployed on emergency assignments as the private sector focal point 
for the Typhoon Haiyan response in the Philippines and the Ebola response in West Africa. Karen has also 
worked with the OCHA Central Emergency Response Fund managing the allocation of approximately USD 
300 million in projects a year.  
 
Prior to working with OCHA she worked with the UN DPKO in Kosovo as a Coordinator for the Regionals 
return unit, as a Best Practices Officer in Sudan and as a Coordinator for the Guidance team for the 
Peacekeeping Best Practices Section in NY. In addition to working with the UN she’s held management 
positions with a number of NGOs, a decentralized fund for the Canadian International Development Agency 
and as Director of CSR Projects for Business for Social Responsibility.    
 
Karen holds a MSc.in Responsibility and Business Practice from the University of Bath, a Cross Sector 
Partnership Certificate from Cambridge University, a PBD in Community Economic Development from Simon 
Fraser University, and a B.A. in International Development Studies from University of Toronto. 


